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SACOG Project Level Conformity Group Meeting 
July 15, 2026 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Meeting Minutes 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Jackie Kahrs with SACOG started the meeting and thanked everyone for joining.  

Introductions:
• Jackie Kahrs – SACOG 
• Miguel Mendoza – SACOG 
• Jasmin Amanin – FHWA 
• Michael Dorantes- EPA 
• Rodney Tavitas – Caltrans HQ 
• Karishma Becha – Caltrans HQ 
• Kevin Hernandez Rio – Caltrans HQ 
• Alexander Fong – Caltrans D3 
• Alex Ponikvar – SMAQMD 
• Marina Franceschi - SMAQMD 
• Sondra Spaethe - FRAQMD 
• Youngil Cho – Caltrans D3  
• Wesley Stroud – Caltrans D3 
• Edgar Medina – City of Rancho 

Cordova 
• Keith Lay – ICF 
• David Melko – PCTPA 
• Zach Siviglia – Mark Thomas 
• Lauren Reinking – Jacobs 

• Claire Bromund – ICF 
• John Bamfield – Caltrans D3 
• Shahira Ashkar – ICF 
• Matt Magaw – Mark Thomas 
• Jennifer Anderson – ICF 
• Zach Liptak – Dokken Engineering 
• Mohammad Sadiq – City of Elk Grove 
• Julie Peterson – Jacobs 
• Gurtej Bhattal – Caltrans D3 
• Vince Mammano – Mark Thomas 
• Meagan Wiles – ICF 
• Brandon Kenery - Kimley Horn 
• Ravi Puttagunta - Kimley Horn 

 

 

 

Announcement: SACOG released the draft 2025 MTIP Amendment #11 and the Regional Air Quality 
Conformity Analysis for the 2025 MTP/SCS (Blueprint) on May 15 for public review. We are currently 
addressing the comments received and will request final Board approval in August and then submit for 
state and federal approval. As a reminder this is a consistency TIP amendment, intended to bring the 
programmed projects consistent with SACOG’s latest plan update and requires a new conformity 
determination. The SACOG board previously approved all of these following a public review period last 
summer, however, due to the statewide conformity lockdown, SACOG must re-demonstrate conformity 
for the plan EPA-approved off-model EMFAC adjustments before moving forward with federal approval of 
the 2025 Blueprint. 

2. Consultation to Determine Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC) Status 

a. SR-65 to I-80: Improving Mobility, Safety, and Economic Development Project (PLA25529)  
• David Melko, PCTPA presented the project. Presentation slides are included in meeting materials.  
• Phase 1 proposes a new 12-foot general-purpose lane. 

• Phase 2 proposes construction of a northbound express toll lane (ETL) and an additional general-
purpose lane. 
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• Phase 3 proposes auxiliary lanes in each direction of SR-65. 

• Phase 4 proposes express toll lanes in both directions. 

• Pleasant Grove Creek bridges would be widened to accommodate auxiliary lane improvements. 

• Original CEQA and NEPA documents were completed in 2016 and 2017. 

• NEPA revalidation activities are underway, with completion anticipated in August. 

• The project received a federal BUILD Grant and local development funding support. 

• A traffic volume revalidation memorandum prepared by Kimley-Horn found forecast traffic 
volumes for the ETL alternative were approximately 2.3 percent lower than previous forecasts. 

• The Kimley-Horn memorandum appeared to focus primarily on Phase 1 while the POAQC request 
covered Phases 1 through 3. 

• EPA and FHWA questioned whether the traffic analysis adequately addressed the revised express 

toll lane configuration. 

• EPA noted the previous conformity analysis was based on an HOV lane concept rather than the 
current ETL proposal. 

• Questions were raised regarding references to SACMET and SACSIM travel demand models and 
how forecasts were developed. 

• EPA requested clarification regarding the design-year forecasting methodology and supporting 
assumptions. 

• Participants noted inconsistencies between the requested determination and the supporting 
traffic data. 

• EPA emphasized the need for build and no-build analyses based solely on current SACSIM 

forecasts and current land use assumptions. 

• FHWA and EPA requested updated peak period, ADT, and truck ADT information. 

• The group did not reach a POAQC determination. Additional updated traffic analysis and 
supporting documentation will be required for further review. 

• On August 24, 2026 EPA and Caltrans HQ determined that this is not a project of air quality 
concern.  
 
b. U.S. 50/Rancho Cordova Parkway Interchange (SAC24220) 

• Edgar Medina with the City of Rancho Cordova presented the project. Presentation slides are 
included in meeting materials. 

• Construction of a new south-only interchange serving planned development south of U.S. 50. 
• The project previously received a determination of not being a POAQC in 2007. 
• The project is being processed as a Section 327 project. 
• EPA clarified that 10,000 ADT should not be interpreted as a regulatory threshold for determining 

POAQC status. 
• EPA noted that traffic analysis information presented during revalidation had not been fully 

updated. 
• EPA requested additional LOS analysis and identification of affected intersections. 
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• EPA noted that subsequent development in the corridor may influence traffic conditions and 
should be reflected in the analysis. 

• Additional narrative and supporting documentation were requested to explain assumptions and 
conclusions. 

• EPA identified gaps in the LOS information and requested additional detail.  
• EPA indicated the project would require additional review and likely return to the Interagency 

Consultation (IAC) group. 
• FHWA asked whether this project is near or related to another project that was reviewed by this 

group and City of Rancho Cordova clarified that White Rock Road is the other project. 
• Additional information and updated analysis are required before a final POAQC determination can 

be considered. 
 

c. Power Inn Road Safety and Congestion Relief Project (SAC25354) 
• Zach Liptak with Dokken Engineering presented the project. Presentation slides are included in 

meeting materials. 
• Existing intersections currently operate with stop control. 
• The proposed project would install traffic signals. 
• One build alternative is proposed. 
• EPA and Caltrans determined that this is not a project of air quality concern.   
 

     3. Review of Regional Conformity Exemption Status 

• No comments or questions.  

    4.     Next Steps 

• PCTPA and project consultants will provide updated traffic analysis and supporting data for the 
SR-65 to I-80 project using current SACSIM forecasts and assumptions. SACOG will re-circulate 
and if no additional follow up is needed, a POAQC determination can be made via email.  

• The City of Rancho Cordova will provide supplemental LOS analysis, updated traffic information, 
and supporting documentation for the U.S. 50/Rancho Cordova Parkway Interchange project.  

• The next Project Level Conformity Group meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12th at 
10:30 am.  

 

 


