
   
 

 1 of 3  
 

SACOG Project Level Conformity Group Meeting 
August 12, 2026 

10:30 am – 11:30 am  
Meeting Minutes 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Jackie Kahrs with SACOG started the meeting and thanked everyone for joining.  

Introductions:
• Jackie Kahrs – SACOG 
• Miguel Mendoza – SACOG 
• John Kelly – EPA 
• Michael Dorantes - EPA 
• Michelle Ruan – FTA 
• Rodney Tavitas – Caltrans HQ 
• Karishma Becha – Caltrans HQ 
• Kevin Hernandez Rio – Caltrans HQ 
• Randeep Lally – Caltrans D3 
• Christopher Dennis – Caltrans D3 
• Ian Justeson – Caltrans D3 
• Youngil Choi - Caltrans D3 
• Eden Winniford – YSAQMD 
• Alex Ponikvar – SMAQMD 
• Marina Franceshi - SMAQMD 

• Molly Wright - SMAQMD 
• Anastasia Shippey – Sacramento 

County 
• David Markowski – Sacramento 

County  
• David Melko – PCTPA 
• Jenny Singh – Sacramento County  
• Cameron Shew – Sacramento County 
• Carol Gregory – Sacramento County  
• Shannan Thaggard – EDCTC 

 
 
 

 

   
2. Consultation to Determine Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC) Status 

a. Update: SR-65 to I-80: Improving Mobility, Safety, and Economic Development Project (PLA25529) 
• This project was on the agenda for the July 15th PLCG meeting but additional information was 

needed in order to make a POAQC determination. PCTPA provided updated traffic forecasts which 
SACOG circulated. On August 24, 2026 EPA and Caltrans HQ concurred that it is not a project of 
air quality concern.  

• Caltrans emphasized the importance of consistency among all project documentation submitted 
for project-level conformity and FHWA review. Project descriptions and scopes must match 
across RTP, TIP, public notices, and interagency consultation materials. This is outlined in the 
FHWA submittal checklist.  

• Caltrans noted that projects will not receive headquarters approval if project scopes differ among 
planning and programming documents. Examples discussed included inconsistencies between 
HOV lane descriptions and proposed Express Toll Lane (ETL) facilities.  

• EPA concurred that project descriptions and scopes must be consistent in all pertinent 
documentation and encouraged early coordination when revisions are needed.  

• SACOG and PCTPA clarified that the interagency consultation review considered all SR 65 project 
phases. 
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• Only Phase 1 is currently advancing for project-level conformity and NEPA revalidation. 

• Phase 1 consists of the additional lane, which is included in the current MTP and MTIP. 

• Future phases involving ETL conversion are planned for inclusion in the 2027 MTP and future 
programming updates. 

• NEPA revalidation for later ETL phases is anticipated in spring/summer 2027. 
 
b. Bradshaw Road at Jackson Road Intersection Improvements (SAC25317) 

• Sacramento County staff presented the project. The presentation materials are included in the 
meeting packet. 

• The proposed project would: 
o Widen the Bradshaw Road/Jackson Road intersection. 
o Add an additional through lane in each direction. 
o Provide dual left-turn lanes. 

o Upgrade traffic signal infrastructure including poles, conductors, and conduits. 
o Improve traffic operations and reduce congestion. 

• Project objectives include: 
o Reducing significant existing queuing. 
o Accommodating future traffic demand. 
o Improving safety for motorists and pedestrians. 
o Addressing deficiencies at a high-priority regional intersection 

• The project consists of spot improvements at the intersection. 
o No additional roadway capacity is provided beyond the intersection limits. 

o Through lanes drop beyond the intersection, preventing corridor capacity expansion.  
o No induced travel demand or VMT increases are anticipated. 
o The project is expected to reduce delay and queuing. 

• EPA determined the project is not a Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC). Caltrans 
Headquarters concurred with the determination. 

 

     3. Review of Regional Conformity Exemption Status 

• No questions or comments.  

      4.     Next Steps 

Announcements: 

• Next Regional Planning Partnership (RPP) meeting is scheduled for August 26, 2026, at 2:00 
PM. 

• SACOG will provide updates on project-level conformity determinations and MTIP actions. 

• The SACOG Board meets on August 20th and will take action to approve the conformity 
determination for the 2025 MTP/SCS and 2025 MTIP Amendment #11. Staff will follow up 
shortly after Board approval with submittal of final documents to Caltrans, FHWA, FTA and 
EPA. 
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• In September, the Board is scheduled to approve the 2027 MTIP. The public review period 
ended on August 8th and staff is currently working on addressing the comments.  

• The next Project Level Conformity Group meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9th 

at 10:30 am.  


